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REUNION REGISTRATION CONTINUES 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Dear Contributors, 
 It is a pleasure to invite you to the Seabrook  
Educational and Cultural Center, Inc.’s (SECC) twenty-
fifth Annual Meeting of Contributors. 
 SECC is supported by volunteers who provide 
invaluable services to make the museum a success, such as 
our Advisory Board, auditor, tax advisor, legal counsel, 
artifact donors, docents, consultants and officers.  Your 
generous support by tax deductible contributions have 
made it possible for SECC to be recognized nationally for 
its mission to preserve and make known the unique history 
of Seabrook. 
   Sincerely yours,  
     

   Bruce T. Peterson 
   Bruce T. Peterson 
   President 
 
 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
The Annual Meeting of Members of the Seabrook Educa-
tional and Cultural Center, Inc. a 501(c)3 public supported 
organization will be held at the Upper Deerfield Township 
Municipal Building, Seabrook, New Jersey, on Wednes-
day, June 14, 2016, at 4:30PM for the following purposes: 
*To elect the officers for the ensuing year as nominated: 
 
 President:  Bruce T. Peterson 
 Treasurer:   Stefanie Pierce 
 Secretary:   Ingrid Hawk  
 Trustees:  Michael Asada 
    Larry Ericksen 
    Rev. Dale Johnston 
    Donna Pearson 
    John Seabrook 
    Eevi Truumees 
     
 *To act upon such matters as may properly come 
before the meeting. Members of record at the close of busi-
ness on May 10, 2017, and who are present will be entitled 
to vote with respect to this solicitation. 

 
SEABROOK REUNION 2017  

-Your Life, Your Legacy 
 

Seabrook Educational and Cultural Center 
(SECC) and the Seabrook Japanese American  
Citizens League (JACL) are hosting this three day 
reunion. Anyone who has a tie to Seabrook is   
encouraged to register. We would like as many 
past residents to return for the event as possible 
and encourage all of the ethnic groups who were 
at Seabrook to be present.  Please join us as we 
commemorate our community of Seabrook! 
 
Accommodations and transportation to Seabrook 
and between events is arranged by the attendee. 
The Ramada Inn, Vineland, NJ serves as        
headquarters of the Reunion.   
 
The Reunion event plan includes free time on your 
own to explore, the Obon Festival (donations  
appreciated), SECC and three events for which 
there is a fee.  
 
The three events with a fee are the (required)  
Registration Mixer on Friday, Fellowship Lunch 
on Saturday and John Fuyuume Citizenship 
Award Luncheon on Sunday. Attendees pay a  
registration fee (early bird or regular) and are   
encouraged to also select one or both of the other 
two events. 
 
Registration and reunion updates are available on-
line at the SECC website at this link: 
 http://seabrookeducation.org/seabrook-reunion/     

 

 

http://seabrookeducation.org/seabrook-reunion/


COLLECTION SPOTLIGHT 

The following letter was acquired in 2016 as part of the collection of letters written by  
Thelma Seabrook Barber to her husband Harry Barber while he was serving in the U.S. Navy 
as a dentist during WWII in France.  
 
Thelma Seabrook was the daughter of C. F. Seabrook. The letters tell how the war has 
changed her life, and the lives of her children, and give some insight into the operations at 
Seabrook Farms. 
 
The letter below, dated December 30, 1944 mentions a Japanese couple who were working 
with the family. Their names were Richard and Helen.  
 
The mystery is who were Richard and Helen and what is the rest of their Seabrook story? 



Public Programming 

The Seabrook Water Tower   
The water tower, which still stands 
today in Seabrook, soon to be replaced, 
is probably the most famous landmark 
of the Seabrook Farms Company and 
Seabrook Village.  In the image above, 
the birth announcement of one of C. F. 
Seabrook’s grandson’s, the water tower 
was included and placed just off-center 
in the design, dominating the landscape. 
 
Standing 125 feet high, the 250,000-
gallon tank stored water from several 
deep artisan wells located in the area 
and supplied the water needs of both the 
Seabrook Factory and the villages.  
 
The famous Seabrook Farms logo, nick-
named the Seabrook splash, designed by 
Courtney Seabrook, evolved into its fi-
nal form through the work of Gene Na-
kata, who, in August of 1993, flew to 
Los Angeles to handpaint the logo on 
the museum model of the tower for the 
1994 Seabrook Reunion. 

Top: SECC offered a  history program in the courtroom during 
Upper Deerfield Township Community Day:  New Jersey’s 
Agricultural Inventions, Innovations & Discoveries by Judith 
Krall-Russo. 
 
Middle:  Mannington School students  assembled for 
American Historic Theatre’s presentation by Eleanor Roosevelt 
(actress Rene Goodwin)  focusing on  civil rights. Manning-
ton’s preserved farm land was part of Seabrook Farms and 
home to John M. Seabrook, Sr. son of  Charles F. Seabrook. 
 
Bottom: Frank Ono (center) was honored as SECC Volunteer 
of  The Year at Cumberland County RSVP Annual Luncheon. 

 



SEABROOK EDUCATIONAL AND 
CULTURAL CENTER, INC. 

1325 Hwy 77 
Seabrook, NJ 08302 

(856) 451-8393 
email: seabrookhistory@gmail.com 

www.seabrookeducation.org 
 

President: Bruce T. Peterson 
Treasurer: Stefanie Pierce 
Secretary: Ingrid Hawk 
Trustee: Michael Asada 
Trustee: Larry Ericksen 
Trustee: Donna Pearson 

Trustee: Lauren Taniguchi 
Trustee: Eevi Truumees 

Trustee Emeritus: Barbara Morella, Ed.D. 
Executive Director: Beverly C. Bradway 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SECC Upcoming Events  * Grant funded 

 
*JUNE 8 AMERICAN HISTORIC THEATRE performance, Rosa Parks,  
Mannington School assembly 1:30PM (Civil Rights) 
 
JUNE 14 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING / Election of Trustees 4:30PM 
 
JULY 6 GROUP: Encore Monroe Community, Monroe Towsnhip, NJ 10:30AM 
 
JULY 14-16 SEABROOK REUNION includes Obon Festival July 15. 
 
JULY 15 OBON  FESTIVAL, Seabrook  Buddhist Temple 4-9PM (Booth) 
SECC is open, prior to Obon, from 1-4PM 
 
AUGUST CLOSING 
 
SEPTEMBER 13 ANNUAL JOINT BOARDS VOLUNTEER  
RECONGNITION DINNER - Maplewood III, Vineland 6:00PM 
 
OCTOBER 6 PRESENTATION @ Egg Harbor Township Historical Society 

          
*NOVEMBER 16 ORAL HISTORY WORKSHOP (Registration required)  
10AM-1PM Rutgers University Oral History Department  
 

Men and women spotting 6,000 lettuce plants! 
Source: 1921 The Seabrooker 

 
 Visit SECC and read the company publications! 

SECC seeks interns and volunteers with basic  
typing and computer skills. We are also able to train 
those seeking job skills. Interns who are  interested 
in learning the Seabrook story perform as museum 
docents during visitations and as collection  
catalogers between visits. Volunteers are needed for  
daily operations and special or short-term projects in 
our facility and for outreach events.  

 We can match your skills with our needs! 

Community Day booth and museum visitors learned  how  
Seabrookers from twenty five different countries came to the 
global village and worked side by side with other newcomers in 
an innovative agricultural enterprise called the  “Largest  
vegetable factory on Earth” by Life Magazine in 1955.  

  Call our office (856) 451-8393 to book your group today! 

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey Historical Commission/Department of State 

and the Cumberland and Salem County Board of Chosen Freeholders through the Cumberland and 

Salem County Cultural  and Heritage Commission. 

Annakela Modri earned honor society credits 
for Woodland County Day School 




